
advanced age.—Dr. F. Rivelles Ibáñez, editor of the Union
Médica of Saragossa, Spain.-Dr. J. R. Oliver of Buenos
Aires, aged 50.

Modification of Od\l=e'\nBandage. \p=m-\Inthe article by Dr. E. M.
Livingston, The Journal, February 11, page 429, Figure 1
should be Figure 2 and vice versa.

Shell Fractures of the Spine. \p=m-\Inthe article by Dr. R. E.
Cumming, The Journal, February 4, page 335, the illustra-
tion showing the spinal cord has the gray matter reversed.

Diagnosis of Diabetes. \p=m-\Inthe article by Dr. H. J. Johns
on "The Methods of Precision in the Diagnosis of Diabetes:
A New Instrument," The Journal, January 14, p. 105, the
formula

Quantity standard (in c.c.)
Quantity unknown (in mg.)

should be
Quantity standard (in mg.)
Quantity unknown (in c.c.)

Government Services

Public Health Surgeons Oppose Unjust Classification
Opposition to the provisions of the Lehlbach bill for the

classification of government employees, which passed the
House of Representatives, December 15, is being made by
officers of the U. S. Public Health Service. The bill establishes
six grades, in some one of which all government employees
are classified. It includes under the title "professional ser¬
vice" workers in bacteriology, chemistry, medicine and pathol¬
ogy. Grade 2 would include at least two thirds of the medical
officers of the Public Health Service, and would fix their
minimum salary at $2,100 and the maximum at $2,600 a year.
This grade would include all classes of positions, the duties
of which are to perform under general direction "assigned
professional work requiring professional training and previous
experience but not the exercise of independent judgment."
Grade 3 has a minimum salary of $2,820 and a maximum of
$3,540, and would include "all classes of positions in this
service the duties of which are to perform independently or
with a small number of subordinates in the junior or assistant
professional grade—responsible professional work requiring
extended training and considerable successful experience."
It is estimated that not more than 10 per cent, of the personnel
of the Public Health Service could be included in Grade 3.
The Lehlbach bill is now before the Senate Committee on

Civil Service. Efforts will be made to have the U. S. Public
Health Service exempted. If the present bill becomes a law,
medical officers of the Public Health Service will suffer mate¬
rial reductions in pay and allowances, which are now on the
same basis as those of officers of the army and navy.

Classification of Government Employees
The Lehlbach bill, classifying all civilian positions in the

government service and fixing salaries according to such
classifications, has been favorably reported to the Senate from
the Committee on Civil Service. The bill was amended by
the committee so as to exclude from its provisions the com¬
missioned personnel of the U. S. Public Health Service. The
bill has already passed the House of Representatives, and it
was pointed out to the Senate committee that the proposed
classifications would adversely affect the administration of
the public health organization and in many instances cause
medical men in this branch of the government service to
suffer loss in salaries. The Senate committee also amended
the bill by including nurses in the professional classification.
This amendment was adopted at the instance of the National
Organization for Public Health Nursing and others who
urged that the trained, registered nurse should be recognized
professionally in this legislation. On this subject, the com¬

mittee, in its report, says that "it has seemed entirely prac¬
ticable that nurses whose duties require them to pursue a

professional or scientific training equivalent to that repre¬
sented by graduation from a college or university of recog¬
nized standing shall be included in the professional service,
and that other nurses who are not required by their duties
to have attained full professional standing shall be classified
in the subprofessional service."

Examinations for the U. S. Public Health Service
The Treasury Department Bureau of the Public Health

Service, Washington, D. C, has announced the following
examinations for entrance into the regular corps of the
United States Public Health Service: New Orleans, Feb¬
ruary 20; Washington, D. C, March 13; San Francisco,
March 13, and Chicago, April 3. Candidates must not be
less than 23 years of age nor more than 32. They must have
graduated in medicine from some reputable medical college,
and have had one year's hospital experience or two years in
professional practice. Oral, written and clinical tests must
be passed before a board of medical officers. Successful
candidates will be recommended for appointment by the
President with the advice and consent of the Senate. For
further information apply to the Surgeon-General, U. S.
Public Health Service, Washington, D. C.

Brigadier Generals in Officers' Reserve Corps
Two more members of the medical profession have been

selected by the Surgeon-General of the Army and approved
by the President for appointment as brigadier generals in
the Officers' Reserve Corps of the Army. They are : Dr.
Charles Y. Zimmerman, Cleveland, and Dr. Henry A. Shaw,
Worcester, Mass. The nominations have been submitted to
the Senate.

Liaison Officer with Red Cross
Lieut.-Col. Paul C. Hutton, Medical Corps, U. S. Army, on

duty at the office of the Surgeon-General of the Army, has
been detailed as liaison officer between the War Department
and the Red Cross National Headquarters.

Reduction in Number of Army Officers
A sweeping reduction in the number of army officers on

duty in Washington has been announced by Secretary of
War Weeks. The inspector general of the army has been
detailed to make an investigation and study of the personnel
and activities of every branch of the department to bring
about a decrease in the officers stationed at the national
capital. It is expected that the cuts will be made in the
medical department of the army because of the number of
officers in this department who are on duty in Washington.
The Walter Reed General Hospital as well as the Army
Medical School will suffer losses in personnel.

Appropriations for Government Medical Activities
The Committee on Appropriations has presented a bill to

the House of Representatives covering appropriations for
the Department of the Interior for the coming fiscal year.
Among the provisions applicable to public health are appro¬
priations of $30,000 for the suppression of traffic of intoxicat¬
ing liquor among the Indians ; $370,000 for the prevention
and treatment of contagious and infectious diseases among
the Indians, as well as for the maintenance and operation of
the general hospitals for their benefit. The bill also con¬
tains appropriations to provide for the medical and sanitary
relief of the Eskimos in Alaska covering the cost of physi¬
cians, nurses and other necessary expense. The sum of
$1,000,000 is appropriated for the operation of St. Elizabeth's
Hospital in Washington, with an additional $100,000 for
repairs and another $128,500 for a laboratory building and
an isolation building. A total appropriation of $111,020 is
made for the Freedmen's Hospital.
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